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All ar e obnoxious, anti tliis Faulty land, 
Like fainting Hotter, does before you {land 
Watching your feeptre. 



O B N 

contrail, which has rendered them part of the Devil's pol- 
feflion, and contrive how they may obliterate that reproach, 
and difentangle their mortgaged fouls. Decay of Piety. 

Thefe iimple ideas, the underftanding can no more refufe 
to have, or alter, or blot them out, than a mirrour can re¬ 
fufe, alter, or ob iterate the images, which the objeils fet 
befoie it produce. Locke. 

Oelitera’tion. n.f. [obliterate, Latin.] Effacement; e.\- ' 
tin£lion. 

Confidering the cafualtics of wars, tranfmigrations, efpe- 
cially that of the general flood, there might probably be an 
obliteration of all t^ofe monuments of antiquity that ages pre¬ 
cedent at fome time haveyitlded. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

Obli'vicn. n.f [ cbthio , Latin.J 

1. Forgetfulnefs; ceflation of remembrance. 

Water-drops have worn the Hones of Troy, 

And blind oblivion fwallow’d cities up, 

And mighty llates charaiterlefs arc grated 
To dully nothing. Shake/. Trail, and Crejfida. 

Thou fhouldll have heard many things of worthy memory, 
which now fhall die in oblivion, and thou return unexperienced 
to thy grave. Shake/. Taming of the Shrew. 

Knowledge is made by oblivion , and to purchafe a clear 
and warrantable body of truth, we mull forget and part with 
much we know. Brown's Vulgar Err. Pref. 

Can they imagine, that God has therefore forgot their 
fins, becaufe they arc not willing to remember them ? Or 
will they mcafurc his pardon by their own oblivion. South. 

Among our crimes oblivion may be fet ; 

But ’tis our king’s perfeilion to forget. Dryden. 

2. Amnefly; general pardon of crimes in a Hate. 

By the act of oblivion , all offences againft the crown, and 
ail particular trefpafles between fubject and fubject, were par¬ 
doned, remitted, and utterly extinguifhed. Davies. 

Obli'vious. adj. [obdviofus, Latin.] Caufing forgetfulnefs. 

Raze out the written troubles of the brain. 

And with fome fweet oblivious antidote 

Cleanfe the fluff’d bofom. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

The Britifh fouls 

Exult to fee the crouding ghofls defeend 
Unnumber’d ; well aveng’d, they quit the cares 
Of mortal life, and drink th’ oblivious lake. 

Ch born to fee what none can fee awake ! 

Behold the wonders of th’ oblivious lake. Pope's Dune. 

OBLO'NG. adj. [ oblong , Fr. oblongus, Latin.] Longer than 
broad ; the fame with a reflangle parallelogram, whofe fides 
are unequal. Harr. 

The beft figure of a garden I elleem an oblong upon a dc- 
feent. Temple’s Mifcell. 

Every particle, fuppofing them globular or not very oblong, 
would be above nine million times their own length from any 
other particle. Bentley's Sermons. 

Oblo'ngly. adv. [from oblong.'] In an oblong direction. 

The furfacc of the temperate climates is larger than it 
would have been, had the globe of our earth or of the pla¬ 
nets, been cither fphcrical, or eblongly fpheroidical. Cheyne. 

Oelo'ngness. n. f. [horn oblong.] The Hate of being oblong. 

O'BLoquv. n.f. [ obloquor , Lat.] 

X. Ccnforious lpecch ; blame; flander; reproach. 

Rcafonablc moderation hath freed us from being defcrvcdly 
fubjc£t unto that bitter kind of obloquy, whereby as the church 
of Rome doth, under the colour of love towards thofe.things 
which be harmlefs, maintain extremely mod hurtful corrup¬ 
tions ; fo we peradventure might be upbraided, that under 
colour of hatred towards thofe things that are corrupt, we 
are on the other lide as extreme, even againft moll harm¬ 
lefs ordinances. Hooker , b. iv. J. 14. 

Here new afperfions, with new obloquies. 

Are laid on old deferts. Daniels Civil JVar. 

Canft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of God, pronounc’d and fwom ? A, lit on. 
Shall names that made your city the glory of the earth, be 
mentioned with obloquy and detraction ? A <111 Jon. 

Every age might perhaps produce one or two true genius, 
if they were not funk under the cenfure and obloquy of plod¬ 
ding, fervilc, imitating pedants. Swift. 

2. Caufc of reproach ; difgracc. Not proper. 

My challity’s the jewel of our houfc. 

Bequeathed down from many anceftors; 

Which were the created obloquy i’th’ world 

In me to lole. ~ Shake]/care's Alls well that ends well. 

Obmute'scence. n.f. [from cbmutefco, Latin.] Lofs of fpecch. 

A vehement fear often produceth obmutefcence » Brown. 

OBNOXIOUS, n.f. [obnoxius, Latin.] 

1. Subject. 

I propound a character of jufticc in a middle form, be¬ 
tween the fpeculative difeourfes of philofophers, and the 
writings of lawyers, which arc tied and obnoxious to their 
particular laws. Bacon's Holy IVar. 

2. Liable to punilhment. 


We knowourfelvcs obnoxious to God’s feverc h.ftu. "\T 
he is a God of mercy and hateth fin; and therefore 5 ?* 
might not have the leaft fufpicion of his unwilling uV* 
give, he hath fent his only begotten fen into the w C1 S T! 
nis dumal fufferings and curled death, to expiate our ' 

£• / t. q “ ***• 

Thy name, O Varus, if the kinder powV '* 
Prefcrye our plains, and fliield the Mantuan tow’rs 
Obnoxious by Cremona’s neighb’ring crime, * 

1 he wings of fwans, ar.d ftronger pinion’d'rhynie 
Shall raife aloft. 1 ' 

Liable; expofed. 

Long hoftility had made their fiicpdftjjp weak initVf 
and more obnoxious to jealoufies and diflrufe. fa * ’ '] 

But what will not ambition and revenge 
Dcfccnd to ? who alpires, mull down as low 
As high he (oar’d; obnoxious firlt or lafr, 

To dews obnoxious on the grafiy floor. ]j > 

Obnoxiousnfss. n.f. [from obnoxious.] Subjefiilmjjf 
nefs to punilhment. 

Obno'xiously. adv. [from obnoxious.] In a Hate of fuL' : cc. 

tion ; in the (late of one liable.to punilhment. 

To ORnubixate. v. a. [obnubilo, Latin.] To cloud' | 0 
obfcurc. 

O'bole. n. f. [ololus, Lat.] In pharmacy, twelve grains, did 
ObreRtion. n.f. [ obreptio, Latin.] The act of creeping oa 
To Oero'catf. v. a. [ obrogo, Lat.] To proclaim a con. 

trary law for the diflolution of the former. 

OBSCE'NE. adj. [obfeene, Fr. obfeaenus, Latin.] 

1. Immodcft ; not agreeable to chaftity of mind; caulinp lewd 
ideas. 

Chcmos th’ obfeene dread of Moab’s Tons. Milts. • 
Words that were once chaftc, by frequent ufe srovv Mas 
and uncleanly. ' lvltlssLf.it. 

2. Oftcnlivc ; difgulling. 

A girdle foul with greafe binds his obfeene attire. Drjdtt. 

Home as they went, the fad difeourfe renew’d, 1 
Of the rclentlels dame to death purl’u'd, ( 

And of the fight objcenc fo lately view’d. Drjiau J 
Inaufpicious; ill omined. 

Care ftiuns thy walks, as at the chearful light 
The groaning ghofls, and birds obfeene take flight. DrJ. 
It is the fun’s Tate like your’s, to be clilpleanng to owls 
and obfeene animals, who cannot bear his luftre. Pipe;Lit. 
Obsce'nely. adj. [from obfeene.] In an impure and unchaiic 
manner. 

Opsce'neness. ) n.f. [ohfeenite, Fr. from obfeene.] Impurity«’ 
Qbsce'nity. ) thought or language ; unchaftity; lardiicf. 
Mr. Cowley aflcrts plainly, that obfeenity has no place m 
W'it. Dryda. 

Thofe fables were tempered with the Italian feveritv, aid 
free from any note of infamy or clfccr.cr.cfs. Bncu. 

Thou art wickedly devout. 

In Tiber ducking thrice by break of day, 

To walh th’ obfeenities of night away. Dfx. 

No pardon vile obfeenity fhould find, 

Tho’ wit and art confpirc to move your mind. Pip- 
Obscura'tioN. n.f. [objturatio, Lat.] 
x. The act of darkening. u : 

As to the fun and moon, their cbfcuratim or cbrnffct 
colour happens commonly before the eruption of 8 Scry moun¬ 
tain. Bum 1 - 

2. A Hate of being darkened. 

OHSCU'RE. adj. [o/jlur, h'r. ebfeurns, Latin.] 

1. Dark ; unenlightened ;glbomy, hindring light. 

Whofo curfcth his father or mother, his lamp fnall br j- 1 
out in ebjeure darknets. Prov. .U. - • 

Who lhail tempt with wand’ring feet 
The dark unbottom’d infinite abyls. 

And thro’ the palpable obfeure find out . . 

His uncouth way ? Milton's Paraiijt DJ ■ 

2. Living in the dark. f , ,/ 

The obfeure bird clamour’d the live-long night. uW * ‘ 
Not eafily intelligible; abftrufc; difficult. ^ 
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Addifon's Cato. 


Irene. 


’• T -l£ k ^1lu“chcJ inapith^Heme^wa 

at once dtlplay to’thenight. SUf 
° Ur What muft I hold a candle to my Ihames ? 

They in themfelves, good footh, are too, too light. 

-3SP1 zs £&T an *' w\f< * r, ts 

Thinking by this retirement to obfeure himfclf from God, 
h.S5S /he omnifcicncy and M - 
maker. 

* T B, m priIaB cSm it h«h bean «W in dangtrous times 
«, ,l(L writing, and make it hard to be read b, others no. 

acouainted with the intrigue. jT .iT- 

T here is fcarce any duty which has been fo obfeured by the 
writings of learned men, as tins. " a, f - 

, To make lefs glorious, beautiful, or llluftnous. 

* Think’ft thou, vain fpirit, thy glories are the fame, 

And feeft not fin obfeures thy godlike frame ? 

I know thee now by thy ungrateful pride 
That fhows me what thy faded looks did hide. Diylen. 
Obscu'rely. adv. [from obfeure.] 

. Not brightly ; not luminoufly. . 

2. Out of fight; privately; without notice ; not confpicuoufly. 

Suchwas the rife of this prodigious fire. 

Which in mean buildings firft ob/curtly bred. 

From thence did foon to open flreets afpirc. Dryden. 

There live retir’d. 

Content thyfclf to be obfeurely good. 

Let him go, purfued by filent wrath. 

Meet unexpected daggers in his way. 

And in fome diftantTand obfeurely die. 

3. Not clearly ; not plainly. 

Obscu'reness. } „ r [ obfcuritas, Lat. obfeurite, Fr.] 
Obscu'rity. S j 1 J 

1. Darknefs; want of light. 

Lo! a day of darknefs and obfeurity, tribulation and an- 
guifh, upon the earth. EJlher xi. 8. 

Should Cynthia quit thee, Venus, and each liar. 

It would not form one thought dark as mine are : 

1 could lend them obfeurentjs now, and fay. 

Out of myfelf there fhould be no more day. 

2. Unnoticed Itate; privacy. 

You are not for obfeurity defign’d. 

But, like the fun, muft cheer all human kind. 

3. Darknefs of meaning. 

Not to mention that obfeurenefs that attends prophetic rap¬ 
tures, there are divers things knowable by the bare light of 
nature, which yet are fo uneafy to be fatistaclorily underftood 
by our imperfect intellects, that let them be delivered in die 
cleared expreffions, the notions themfelves will yet appear 
obfeure. Boyle on Colours. 

That this part of facred feripture had difficulties in it: 
many caufes of obfeurity did readily occur to me. Locke. 

What lies beyond our pofitivc idea towards infinity, lies 
in obfeurity, and has the undeterminate confufion of a nega¬ 
tive idea, wherein I know I do not comprehend all I would, 
it being too large for a finite capacity. Locke. 

Obsecra'txon. n.f. [obfecratio, from obfecro, Lat.] Intreaty; 
fupplication. 

That thefe were comprehended under the facra, is mani- 
feft from the old form of obfecration. Stilling fleet. 

Obse'quies. n.f. [ obfeques, French. I know not whether 
this word be not anciently miftaken for exequies, exequies, 
Latin: this word, however, is apparently derived from ob- 
ftquium.] 

1. Funeral rites; funeral folemnities. 

There was Dorilaus valiantly requiting his friends help, in 
a great battle deprived of life, his obfequies being not more 
folemnizcd by the tears of his partakers, than the blood of 
his enemies. Std „ ey> b ^ 

Fair Juliet, that with angels doll remain, 

Accept this lateft favour at my hand ; 

That living honour’d thee, and being dead. 

With fun’ral obfequies adorn thy tomb. Shake/p 

Thefe tears are my fweet Rutland’s obfequies. Shake/p. 
I ip-ire the widows tears, their woful cries, ' 

And howling at their hufbands obfequies ; 

How Thefeus at thefe fun’rals did aflift,’ 

And with what gifts the mourning dames difinift. Dryden 
His body fhall be royally interr’d, 

I will, myfelf, 

Be the chief mourner at his obfequies. Dr V ,L» 

Alas ! poor Poll, my Indian talker dies, ' * 

Go birds and celebrate his obfequies. Creech 

1. It is found in the Angular, perhaps more properly. 

Or tune a fong of victory to me, 

V 1 ith filent obfequy and funeral train. 

Home to his father's houfe. Milton's Agoniflcs. 


Donne. 


Dryd. 


Shakefp. Hamlet, 


Dryden. 
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OBSE'QUIOUS. adj. [from #«"“”• Latm ’J 

negl< At his command th’ up-rooted hills retir’d 

Each to his place ; they heard his ^ 

\ follow’d her; flie what was honour knew, 

And with olfequEus majefty, ^Paradlfe Lofl, b. viii. 

denial cherilhing heat arts fo upon the fit and obfequy 
ous^i matter, as to organize and falhion it accordmg to the 
exigencies of its own nature. 

0 His lervants weeping, 

Obfenuious to his orders, bear him hither. Add, Cato. 

Th/vote of an aflembly, which we cannot reconcile to 

public good, has been conceived in a private brain, Stewards 

2. Spirit feems'to fign'ify, funereal; fuch as the rites 

of funerals require. 

Your father loft a father; 

That father his; and the fuiviver bound 
In filial obligation, for fome term, 

To do obfequious Sorrow. 

Obse'quiousx.y. adv. [from obfequious.] 

1. Obediently; with compliance. 

They rife, and with rcfpe&ful awe. 

At the word giv’n, obfequioufy withdraw 
Wc cannot reafonably expeft, that any one fhould readily 
and obfequioufy quit his own opinion, and embrace ours with 
a blind refignation. Locke, 

2. In Shakefpeare it fignifies, with funeral rites ; with reverence 
for the dead. 

I a while obfequioufy lament 

The untimely fall of virtqous Lancafter. Shakefp. R. III. 

Obse'quiousness. n.f. [from obfequious.] Obedience; com¬ 
pliance. 

They apply themfelves both to his intereft and humour, 
with all the arts of flattery and obfequioufnefs, the fureft and 
the readied wavs to advance a man. South’s Sermons. 

Obse'rvable. adj. [from obferv0, Lat.] Remarkable ; emi¬ 
nent ; fuch as may deferve notice. 

They do bury their dead with obfervable ceremonies. Abbot. 
Thefe proprieties affixed unto bodies from conliderationj 
deduced from eaft, weft, or thofe obfervable points of the 
fphere, will not be juftified from fuch foundations. Brown 
I took a juft account of every obfervable circumftance of 
the earth, flone, metal, or other matter, from the furface 
quite down to the bottom of the pit, and entered it carefully 
into a journal. Woodward's Nat. Hijt. 

The great and more obfervable occafions of exercifing our 
courage, occur but feldom. Rogers. 

Obse'rvably. adv. [from obfervable.] In a manner worthy 
of note. 

It is prodigious to have thunder in a clear fky, as is ob- 
fervab/y recorded in fome hiftories. Brown’s Vulgar Err. 

Observance, n.f. [obferuance, Fr. obfervo , Latin.] 

1. RefpctSl; ceremonial reverence. 

In the wood, a league without the town. 

Where I did meet thee once with Helena, 

To do obfervance on the morn of May. 

Arcite left his bed, refolv’d to pay 
Obfervance to the month of merry May. 

2. Religious rite. 

Some reprefent to themfelves the whole of religion as con¬ 
fiding in a few eafy obfervances, and never lay the leaft re- 
ftraint on the bufinefs or diverlions of this life. Rogers, 

3. Attentive pra&ice. 


Shakefpeare. 

Dryden. 


Ufe all th’ obfervance of civility. 
Like one well lludied in a fad oftent 


To plcafe his grandam. Shakefp. M. of Venice. 

Jf the divine laws were propofed to our obfervance, with 
no other motive than the advantages attending it, they would 
be little more than an advice. Rogers, Sermon 1. 

4. Rule of praflice. 

There are other Uriel obfervances 

5. L - Atf. 

mu ? a u ltc , nd c TT° r in 3,1 lhofe ordinances which 
he has prefenbed to the obfervance of his church. Rogers, 

6. Obfervatioix; attention. * 

Stetdtafa. “ lcuhU -rcgiftcrs of Uie bills 

7. Obedient regard. H ° r>gm °f 

18 L . f 0 *” 1 ' 
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